                         THE STREET GANG How We Got to Sesame Street MOVIE CAST, TRAILER, AND REVIEW
  

DIRECTOR:
Marilyn Agrelo
RELEASE DATE:
Apr 23, 2021
CAST:
Frank Oz, Jim Henson, Bob McGrath, Caroll Spinney, Jon Stone, Joan Ganz Cooney
TRAILER:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQDydUQQNCA
REVIEW:
My bad throat had kept me from going to school on November 10, 1969. That's how I became the lone adolescent who saw the premiere of "Sesame Street." Since the original "Wanda the Witch resided someplace west of Washington" cartoon using the letter W, I've had a soft spot for it. My father, Newton Minow, was on the board of the Carnegie Foundation, one of the program's original sponsors, and worked to secure the show's first government financing for two years. 
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Children's television on the commercial networks in the 1960s was sponsor-oriented and targeted at white middle-class children and their parents who were inclined to purchase the promoted products.  Very little of it was instructional. Though the political climate was divided, there was rising concern about the widening gap in wealth and opportunity. Children from the inner city began the school year lagging their suburban counterparts in reading and math skills, and their deficits grew throughout the year. To keep their interest, it needed to be entertaining, humorous, touching and involving somehow.

Two more essential partners enter the scene at this point. Jim Henson, the man behind the Muppets, is the most well-known. When Cooney first saw him, she said to herself, "He looks like a hippy. Jon Stone, the show’s writer and director was also critical. They discovered that children learned more effectively when their parents watched the video with them, so they had to make the video appealing to adults. As a result, Smokey Robinson appeared, as did many A-listers, Grammy winners, and First Ladies.

The focus of this video is not on the many issues surrounding "Sesame Street," such as accusations that it made learning in a less enjoyable setting, such as a classroom, more difficult for children, or the show's transfer to the premium cable channel HBO. There's a funny line in "Letter B" by writer Christopher Cerf that prompted a $5 million lawsuit from Northern Songs, the company that owned the rights to The Beatles' "Let It Be." In the end, a settlement of $50 was reached. 



It works best as a prequel, thanks to the aspects that seem so organic and inevitable. In addition to the input activists provided, we notice that they employed a "distractor" machine to test whether or not the program would keep a child's interest. A short video from the Urban Coalition sparked the idea of holding the event on a city street. They were supposed to be in separate parts with no interaction with the people at first. Big Bird was initially intended to provide comedic relief with his bumbling antics. It wasn't long before they changed their minds and chose to portray him as innocent and in tune with his age. The tone is that of a family movie; there may be disagreements, but they are nearly always handled amicably and with the show's favorite phrase, "cooperation." There is a blooper clip with several Muppets saying things that are not quite NSFW but also not family-friendly. This is the greatest surprise in the movie. In the film, the most appealing message is that Sesame Street was created by the letters LOVE, which can be felt throughout the whole movie.
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